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Mission Statement: The mission of the St.
Mary Levee District. is to protect the people

- and property of St.Mary Parish . from

- flooding threats posed by riverine waters and
+ hurricane storm surges, The district works to

L strengthen regional resilience: through

coordinated flood protection, proactive
planning; and responsible stewardshlp of -

“critical infrastructure: .
Background: Establishedin 2007, the St. Mary

Levee Distric wdSereated to unlfy flood:
protection efforts across the parish. Prior to its
formation, flood'eentrol responsibilities were

. divided among four local sponsors:
~Atchafalaya Basin Levee District
_St. Mary Parish Government
. Town of Berwick

Clty of Morgan City

B bnnglng these entities underore
* coordinated voice, the district enhances

efficiency, improves-emergency response, and
ensures consistent, parish-wide protection
from both river and coastal flooding hazards.



Currently:

111 miles of
Earthen Levee

25 miles of
[-Wall

3 miles of T-Wall

70 Floodwall
Gates

5 Flood
Control
Structures

810’ of
Removable
Floodwall

Coming Soon:

West of
Charenton
- 35 Miles of
Earthen
levees
- 5 Closure
Structures
Se RUIRP
Stations
- 8 Retention
Ponds

Morgan City

- 2500°
Removable
Floodwall

- 1Closure
Structure

- 1 Weir

- 1900’
Earthen
Levee



Bayou Chene Flood
Protection Structure

The Bayou Chene Flood Protection Structure was
developed to prevent flooding in multiple Louisiana parishes
caused by high water events in the Mississippi River and
Atchafalaya Basin. The project evolved from temporary
emergency measures in 1973, 2011, 2016, and 2019 into a
permanent flood protection structure funded through
GOMESA and an EDA grant for the St. Mary Levee District.
Completed in April 2022 for approximately $70 million, the
project includes a steel receiving structure with a 403-foot
clear opening, a large steel swing barge gate (447’), braced
steel sheetpile floodwalls, raised roadways, sheetpile
floodwalls to Elevation 10.0 feet, and earthen levees
extending down Avoca Road to Tabor Canal, all designed to
stop backwater flooding.
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Bayou Teche Flood
Control Structure

The Bayou Teche Flood Protection Structure was
constructed to close the final gap in St. Mary Parish’s
regional flood protection system and reduce flooding risks
for the City of Franklin and surrounding unincorporated
areas. Completed in February 2021 for approximately $11.7
million, the project was funded through a combination of
SMLD matching funds and the LaDOTD Statewide Flood
Control Program. The project includes an 84-foot by 40-foot
steel floodgate, a 7-foot-high floodwall, braced steel
sheet-pile floodwalls, an access road, and levee
improvements to Elevation 12.0 feet. Designed to withstand
a 25-year rainfall event and a 10-foot storm surge, the
structure complements previously completed flood control
projects and provides a fully integrated system that
enhances long-term community resilience and flood

protection throughout the region.
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Franklin Canal Flood
Protection System

The Franklin Canal Flood Protection System & Pump
Station project provides critical flood protection in Franklin
and along U.S. Highway 90 (an evacuation route) by
addressing storm surge and reverse flow issues in the
Franklin Canal. Completed in October 2015 for
approximately $6.1 million, the project was funded through
the Louisiana Community Development Block Grant
program. The project included the construction of
approximately 700 feet of earthen levee, a 46-foot by
24-foot steel swing barge floodgate with associated
floodwalls, and a four-bay drainage pump station. These
features were designed to reduce flood risk while
maintaining drainage capabilities during high-water events.
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Yellow Bayou & Hanson Canal
Floodgates, Pump Station & Levee Upgrades

The Yellow Bayou and Hanson Canal Floodgates, Pump
Station and Levee Upgrades project in St. Mary Parish
aimed to prevent levee overtopping and storm surge
flooding affecting US Hwy. 90, residential, and agricultural
areas south of Franklin and Centerville. Yellow Bayou, a
partly natural and man-made canal, and Hanson Canal, a
man-made channel, both historically allowed storm surges
from the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway to inundate
surrounding lands, notably during Hurricane lke when
saltwater flooding impacted farmland and infrastructure,
leading to levee breaches and prolonged water retention in
fields. Completed in February 2016 for approximately $6.4
million, the project was funded through the Louisiana
Community Development Block Grant program.
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The Yokely Extension ties
into the far West end of
the federal Yokely Levee
along the Charenton
Canal. It consists of
earthen levee and
removable floodwall in the
2 ships yards on the canal.
This allows for day-to-day
access to the water with
the ability to protect
during storm surge events.
Project Cost $2 million
completed in 2022.
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Projects Under
Construction and in
Design



TE-168 Pump Station Rehab Project

During Hurricane Francine,
hundreds of homes in Morgan City
were inundated due to insufficient
pumping capacity in the city. With
the help of CPRA and utilizing
GOMESA funds, 3 pump station
rehabs, 2 weirs and one inlet
enlargement are being completed.
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Morgan City — Lakeside Flood
Protection Project

The northern section of the Morgan City Backwater Levee System along the Lakeside Subdivision is
one of the final levee reaches needed to complete the city's flood protection system. Project
components will consist of approximately 2,465 linear feet of flood protection utilizing deployable

floodwall barriers along the Lakefront bulkhead, along with sheet pile walls to tie into the Justa St.
Levee/lI-wall to the west and the Siracussaville Levee to the East.

Estimated Cost: $30M
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Levees West of St. Mary Levee District

Levees West of Charenton

Charenton Project Progress Map

The project will provide flood
protection for residents and

property from the Charenton SN RN 9 o
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no structural protection. The ‘ - L e,
work is divided into four W hyi=T
reaches, each requiring detailed
drainage analysis and
rainfall-retention modeling to
ensure proper system
performance. The estimated total
project cost, including all
mitigation requirements, is $180
million . | T e i
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Franklin — Bayou Teche Culverts

The potential Bayou Teche Culverts project
is located immediately upstream of the
Hanson Canal Flood Control Structure and
aims to connect Bayou Teche to the
Franklin and Centerville pump stations
through the installation of culverts through
the Teche Ridge Franklin and Centerville
levee segments. These culverts would allow
for Bayou Teche to be pumped down prior
to a storm / rainfall event and/or allow for
water to drain out of Bayou Teche into
uninhabited storage areas located to the
immediate west and east of the Hanson
Canal Flood Control Structure.

Estimated-Gost: $1.8M
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Questions /
www.smld.or
Comments



