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Final Minutes from Management Conference Meeting #107 – May 9, 2024 
 

● Meeting was called to order by Dr. Quenton Fontenot, BTNEP MC Chairman, at 9:30 am. 
● Management Conference members and guests were asked by Nicole Babin to register with their name 

and affiliation. 
● The floor was opened for comments and approval of the minutes from the Quarter 1 meeting. 

● Quenton Fontenot asked if there was a motion to accept the minutes as written. 
● Megan Dufrene motioned to accept. Gary LaFleur seconded the motion. 
● Motion was approved by consensus. 

 
 
Chairman Remarks 

● Dr. Quenton Fontenot 
● Mart Black asked to correct the dates on the agenda. 

 
 
Director’s Report 

● Dr. Brian Roberts spoke about the Director’s position and indicated the position would be filled by the next 
Management Conference.  
 
 
Report from Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation (BTEF) 

● Dr. Gary LaFleur, Foundation President, talked about the support the Foundation gives to BTNEP. 
White Boot Gala September 24, 2024. $70 for a single ticket, $130 for a pair.  

 
 
BTNEP Senior Scientist Andrew Barron gave a brief update about BTNEP’s 320 and BIL3 projects and funding.  
 
 
Draft Work Plan for EPA Fiscal Year 2025 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 Funding 

● Delaina LeBlanc, Biological Resources  
o  Presented Biological Resources Action Plan Team proposed projects 

● Emily Braud, Community Engagement  
o Presented Community Engagement Action Plan Team proposed projects 

● Michael Massimi, Invasive Species 
o Presented Invasive Species Action Plan Team proposed projects 

● Andrew Barron, Water Quality 
o Presented Water Quality Action Plan Team proposed projects 

 
 
Draft Work Plan for EPA Fiscal Year 2025 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL3) Funding 

● Andrew Barron, Water Quality 
o Presented Water Quality Action Plan Team proposed projects 

● Emily Braud, Community Engagement  
o Presented Community Engagement Action Plan Team proposed projects 

● Michael Massimi, Invasive Species 
o Presented Invasive Species Action Plan Team proposed projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 



EPA Fiscal Year 2025 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 Funding Vote 
● A motion to approve the proposed work plan was made by Dwayne Bourgeois. Mart Black seconded the motion. 

The motion was approved by consensus. 
 
 
EPA Fiscal Year 2025 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL3) Funding 

● A motion to approve the proposed work plan was made by Dr. Brian Roberts with an exception to admin the 
BIL3 budget IDC and Mart Black seconded the motion. The motion was approved by consensus. 

 
 
Presentations and Project Spotlight 

● Dr. Chris Bonvillain, NSU Director of University Graduate Studies, Associate Professor and Graduate Program 
Coordinator, Biological Sciences - “Effects of an absent riverine flood pulse on Red Swamp Crayfish life history 
and fecundity characteristics in the upper Barataria Basin” 

● Rebeka Bahadorani, Founder of the project and CEO of In-Between International, Richard Thommeret, CTO of 
Cynthia Louisiana & In-Between International, and Philippe Gustin, CEO of Cynthia Louisiana - “Cynthia Project”  

● Delaina LeBlanc, BTNEP Biological Resources Coordinator - “Celebrating Ten Years of Red Knot Research in 
Louisiana” 

 
 
Upcoming Scheduled BTNEP Management Conference Meetings 

● Save the Date – August 8, 2024 – Location: TBD 
● Save the Date – November 7, 2024 – Location TBD 
● Save the Date – February 13, 2025 – Location: TBD 
● Save the Date – May 8, 2025 - Location: TBD 
● Save the Date – August 7, 2025 – Location: TBD 
● Save the Date – November 6, 2025 – Location: TBD 

 
 
Upcoming BTNEP Events 

● Farm Friday | June 7, 2024 | 9 am - 12 pm | Location: BTNEP Native Plant Nursery 
● Farm Friday | August 2, 2024 | 9 am - 12 pm | Location: BTNEP Native Plant Nursery/Nicholls Farm 
● Farm Friday | September 6, 2024 | 9 am - 12 pm | Location: BTNEP Native Plant Nursery/Nicholls Farm 
● Native Plant Giveaway | September 14, 2024 | 8 am - 12 pm | Location: BTNEP Native Plant Nursery/Nicholls 

Farm 
● International Coastal Cleanup | September 21, 2024 |Location: Elmer’s Island 
● White Boot Gala | September 24, 2024 | 6 pm - 9 pm | Location: Spahr’s Des Allemands Hwy 90 
● Paddle Bayou Lafourche | October 12, 2024 | Napoleonville to Thibodaux 

 
 
Media Coverage – February 1, 2024 – April 31, 2024 

● February 2, 2024 | Houma Courier/Thibodaux Daily Comet 
 CPRA New head of coastal protection intends to use rocks to protect Louisiana's Gulf coast 

● February 17, 2024 | St. Mary Now 
JOHN K. FLORES: BALD EAGLE'S INCREASING NUMBERS ARE REASON TO CELEBRATE 

● March 14, 2024 | Lafourche Gazette 
 Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program Announces Bayou Lafourche Cleanup 2024 

● March 15, 2024 | Louisiana's Cajun Bayou 
Bayou Lafourche Cleanup 

● April 8, 2024 | Nola.com 
This new-to-Louisiana bird wails like a banshee but eats pesky nuisance, saving crops 

 
Other Business 



● Don’t forget to pick up your 2024 Tidal Graph calendars! Large quantities are available to distribute at 
your organizations. 

● Introducing the Estuary Updates Newsletter: send your submissions to the monthly newsletter by the 25th of 
the preceding month to info@btnep.org. 

● Vote to induct Coastal and Marine Operators (CAMO) as a Management Conference Member. John Clark 
motioned to accept the vote. Dwayne Bourgeois seconded the motion. 

● Dr. Brian Roberts stated that the CCMP needs to be updated, and will be one of the first orders of business for 
the incoming director. 

 
 
Adjourned 

● Dr. Quenton Fontenot, MC Chairman, asked if there was a motion to adjourn. 
● A motion was made by Alexis Rixner. Seconded by John Clark. 
● The motion was approved by consensus. The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 
BTNEP Management Conference / 2024 2 #107 | View the recording here: 
https://youtu.be/bG914BO93Ow?si=y1LnbGftAfxkcX7z 


