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Cover: Carte reduite du Golphe du
Mexique et des Isles de 'Amerique
[Map of the Gulf of Mexico and the
American Islands].

(Jacques Bellin 1764. Le Petit Atlas
Maritime. [Paris]. 1:plate 47).

Courtesy Special Collections, LSU Libraries,
Louisiana State University

(Special Collections).

Our cover is an overview of the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean in 1764 bg Jacques Nicolas Bellin, father of modern
hgdrographg and Royal French Cartograpi‘:er at the height o
French car’cographic autl’ioritg. Here the Barataria Terrebon
National Estuary (BTNE) is shown in its correct and interna-
tiona”y Promincnt Position within the western half of the last
natural delta of the Mississip i and between the *Entrée du
Mississipi” (entrance to cast fork of the Mississippi, where
east Fori refers to current Mississippi River below
Donaldsonville) and the “Fleuve Mississipi,” Mississippi River.
Bellin broac”y, but corrcctlg, clcpicts his “Fleuve Mississipi” as
the intermingled outflows of the west fork of the
MESSBSEP (bagou Lafourche) and the streams we now call
Bayou aclucminc and Atchafalaya River.



Portion of the 1696 Juan Bisente chart (from Figure 7 of Pelletier 2002) which reflects
Barroto’s 1687 maPPing of the Louisiana coast and may have been used [39 Iberville in
locating the MississiPPi River in 1699.




The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
(BTNE) on the Eve of European Conquest,
1699

On March 2, 1699, the French scientist/explorer Pierre le
Moyne d’Iberville sailed over one of three shallow sandbars
marking the barelg navigable mouths of the east fork of the
MississiPPi River, into a wilderness Paraclise filled with bison,
Parakeets, endless marshes, swamps of ancient cypress,
impenetrab]e cane brakes, and cheniers of magniﬁcent five
oaks. The western shore of this Paraclise, BTNE,

was characterized bg vast offshore ogster reer, islands
?orming from huge drift trees, schools of white shrimp, anda
coastline a&vancing into — rather than retreating from — the
sea. Seasona”g, sheets of fresh water flowed tlﬁrougl'l BTNE
into the gulF through at least six rivers: the Atchamcalagaj
Plaquemine, Mississippi’s west fork (Bayou Lafourche),
Barataria (Barataria Pass), Bastian (Bastian Pass), and
MississiPPi’s east fork (the Mississippi below Donaldsonville).

Iberville’s entry into the MississiPPi was a monumental feat —

a tribute to his keen powers of deductive reasoningancl
amazing luck. 1In1698, as Iberville PreParecl for his first voyage to
Louisiana, he studied the accounts of René Robert

Cavelier de la salle. 11682 |a salle explored the MississiPPi bg
land and described its two major branches at present clag Don-
aldsonville. However, la salle was unable to find the MississiPPi
by seain 1684. Not surPrisinglg la salle’s accounts Providecl
Iberville (and therefore all of EuroPe) with little insight onthe
outfalls of the MississiPPi into the Gulf. While tberville pon-
dered the diffuse ‘Plan’ he could base on la Salle’s accounts,
unpublislﬂed Spanish state secrets, such as the Juan Bisente
chart (image anve; Pelletier 2002), came into his hands. (These
secrets were unPublisl’lecl SPanish surveys of the northern Gulf
Coast.) Bisente’s chart was based on those of the Mexican Pi]ot
Juan Enriquez Barroto, who had maPPed the eastern coast

of Louisiana in 1687. With keen insigl'l’c, Iberville recognized the
Spanisl'l River Palazada as the most likelg candidate for la Salle’s
MississiPPi River and focused his search accorcling]g.

On his first voyage up the MississiPPi, Iberville was haunted
bg a sing]e misimpression ~he thought he was on the west
fork of the river (Bayou Lafourche) (e.g. McWilliams 1981;
Detail of Cox 1727 in Lemmon et al. 2007, p- 44) .

This misimPression was due to Iberville’s limited abilitg to
understand the dialects of the two groups of Native Americans
(Bayougoula and Biloxi) he met while searching for the
MississiPPi‘ The bagougoula told Iberville of their Vi”age on
the Mississippi and the Biloxi of their vi”age on the
Pascagoula. Iberville mistaken]g thought that the Biloxi’s Pas-
cagoula might be the MississiPPi’s east fork and entered the
cast fork of the MississiPPi thinking it the west. Once above
Present clag New Orleans, iberville began an almost desperate
search for the fork in the river to prove his cliscoverg.

While 1berville’s mistake would be corrected bﬂ the Fo”owing

ear, his search for both forks underscores for us the mightg,
delta—builcling forces which were at work in BTNE in 1699. The
French and Spanish accounts of the river clearly show that, in
1699 the MississiPPi had not abandoned its natural delta Plane.
Rather it flowed through a huge arc of its own creation from the
northern shores of what is now Saint Bernard Parish, through
BTNE, to the Atchamcalaga~Vermilion Bay ComP]ex.

Umcortuna’celg, ’c]’lough Providecl }33 Father Pierre Francois
Xavier de Charlevoix (1744) with sound scientific advice, the
French court implemented an environmenta”g disastrous
Policg which leveed the river and cleared and drained the
cypress swamps.

In this calendar we exP]ore the historical CCOlOglj of BTNE
from ca. 1680 to ca. 1938, a time Periocl that begins with
European conquest and ends with the first major industrial
uses of the system’s living resources. Our gudes are the most
authoritative first-hand accounts of the earliest witnesses who
have left us written or illustrated documentation of this mag-
nificent system and its abundance. Theg include the surveys
of Barroto, lbervi”e, and Evia; the authoritative and rare maps
of Jansson, de P1sle and be”in; the observations/insiglﬂts ovF
the French Priests du Ru and Charlevoix; the haunting land-
scape views of Fonville Winans, Chas’ceaumorant, William
Hamilton Gibson and Rebecca Harcling Davis, Frank Schoon-
over, the “Tate Album”} and Edward Kemble and Eugene
Sma“eg.These valuable lessons are ghcts from the Past
awaiting use by those seekinga better future for our children.

Our estimates of current locations of historic sites mentioned
arein Parentl'xeses. Given space limits, each reference is given
in the first aPProPriate section along with a hypertext link if a

Public]g available electronic source is available.

With the exception of the covers, our Presentation is chrono-
logical. Cover. In 1764 the Rogal Cartographer Bellin Publishecl
this authoritative view of BTNE between the two major outflows
of the MississiPPi River. Januaty. Jansson’s map (ca.165%) of
North America demonstrates Europe’s uncertaintg over the
location of the MississiPPi River. This uncertaintg continued
until 1699 when Iberville correctlg interPretecl the 1682 and 1687
.In1682, la Salle

encountered the west fork of the river (Bagou LaFourche) as

discoveries of la Salle and Barroto. Febru

he descended the MississiPPL Based on la Salle’s and
Iberville’s ﬁnclings, de Pisle’s map 170%) Proviclecl EuroPe with
its first authoritative view of the location of the MississiPPi
River and its two main forks. March and APrll Barroto in 1687
searched for la Salle; maPPed the Louisiana coast from the
Sabine River to Southwest Pass; and encountered BTNE’s vast
offshore oyster reefs, drift trees, and River of Waterin
(Barataria Pass). MayiThe mejor natural distributaries of the
MississiPPi through BTNE are shown in Bellin’s authorita-

tive map (1764). tberville’s c]uote reveals his brilliant use of the
SpanisE and French accounts to narrow his search for the
MississiPPi. June. The Marquis de Chasteaumorant in 1699
describes Native Americans hunting herds of bison along the
northern Gulf Coast. July. Father du Ru watches Carolina
Parakeets singin the cypress in 1700. Aug.lst Father
Charlevoix describes the extent and fate of the vast oak
forest which filled much of Barataria in 1722. ScPtcmbcr
Rebecca Harcling Davis (1887) and William Gibson watch the
extermination of BTNE’s vast swamps of majestic, ancient
cypress from the comfort of a train. October. Frank Schoon-
over (1911 visits a shrimp drging Pla’mcorm in northern Barataria
bay and watches as shrimpers under sail hunt great schools of
white shrimp. November. The “Tate Album? (ca. 1915) inclepen~
dentlg conéims Schoonover’s account of the abundant harvest
of white shrimp. December. Edward Kemble and Eugene
Sma”eg (1888) wander througl'l the cucumber and squash fields
and live oaks out onto Grand Isle’s broad beach and watch the
gatl‘yerers of driftwood. Dack Father Charlevoix 1744)
Provicles amazing insight on the critical link between BTNE and
the natural flows of the MississiPPi River.

Lemmon, A.E., J. T. Magi”, and J. R. Wiese. 2003. Chartfng Louisiana.
Historic New Orleans Collection.

McWilliams, R. G. 1981. berville’s Gu|Fjournals. University of Alabama Press.

Pe”etier, M. 2002. The worldng method of the new cartograp[’yers‘ Terra
Incognitae. 34:60-72. httP: / /www‘sochistdisc.org/ 2002_articles/, Pe”etier.htm
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' American Septentrionalis [North Americal).
' (Jan Jansson, ca. 1653, Amsterdam.)

- L http://louisdl.louislibraries.org/. Courtesy Special Collections.
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[To find the Mississippi], I will go and examine
the landss 50 ov 60 Leagues west of the Cape of
Flovida...and will continue my route to Satnt
Louss Bay (Mﬂ/mﬁo@u Bay) wheve I will get news
Montlﬁlg Higl'x & Low ofth/e Erench which Mr. la Salle éefl'

High: January 20, 20:02 1.1 ft (tbervitle June 18, 1696, in Margry 1880, #53-55).
Low: January 20, 06:31 0.9 ft

Sundag Mondaq Tuesdag Wed nesdag Thursdag F‘ri&ag Saturdag In 1698, Spain, England, and France were in a fierce
- - - - - - - —| comPetition to secure their conﬂicting claims to
geeember 31 L 1 C. z C. 3 O 4 A O 5 (' the northern coast of the Gulf of Mexico. Pierre Ie
12| New Year's bay 16:58 1352 1(7)29 18132 1[9)&2)9 Moyne d’lberville was selected by the French Court
o 2t /\ /'\ /\ to solidify René Robert Cavalier de la Salle’s
OOvA\//\\/ N tenuous 1682 French claim to Louisiana bg establish-
E: 4003 0 — \05_34/ \5'15/ inga settlement along the forks of the Mississippi‘
03 05 05 08 As Iberville Prepared for his voyage of hopeFuI

6 (. 7 . 8 ‘ 9 0 10 ‘) 1 1 O 12 ‘) conquest and Possible cornqic’c, he studied the

20:14 2056 21:36 2943 authoritative European accounts of the Gulf of
2 2 - . 225 nsl  Mexico and the course of the Mississippi.

: o 06
_ /-\ /\ / / 04 As evidenced 139 January’s cluote and ma ,
0] N\ \ \ \ \\// \\// \v/ thcy were of little use. La Salle had failed to
' \/ \/ \/ \/ 9% 0943 relocate the Mississippi in 1684 Spain had maPPed

06:57 3 08:14 08:46 09:14 i 03 - o :
06 0_70.77 07 -06 06 . the Louisiana coast durmg its 1684-87 efforts to find
O and imprison la salle, but SPain |<cpt her results

13 ‘) 14 ‘) 15 O 16 O 1 7 ] 17:55 19:00
15:34 LE 18:35 10 L1 colonial competitors or to the pirates that preyed on
1738 541 05 /07\ /\ her vessels ﬁ’ﬁed with plunder i i
~ 2|~ /\ /\

918 07:09 ‘0-2:-13/ N S N \/ \\/ In January’s quote, Iberville discusses the broad
! 02:50
04

0.0 , , B
0.1 -02 uncertamtg in EuroPc over the location of the

S
~
>
et
O

secret. She did not want them available to her

03:40
04:36 - s . " .
08 0.50'_393 mouths of the MISSISSIEPI. This uncertainty would

24 O 25 O 26 O vanish when the Frenc

court Presented iberville with

20 Q21 Oz2z Oz

2002 9153 some of Spain’s secrets (e.g‘ Juan Bisente chart in

the Introduction).

. Martin Luther King A8 | Fult Moon 09 22:39 ,
_ /\ Day /\ /\ . 06 2354
03
uN \ \ \ / \\// \ /\v’—— January’s map was an authoritative European view of
. \/ 09:27
04

\09:-37/ 0_9[):014 North American at the time of Iberville’s 1698 letter,

2 thouglﬂ the map Prcclated la Salle’s descent of the

06:31 07:25 e

09 09 e Mississip i. Note the maP’s broadJ incomplete
27 O 28 O 29 O 3 O 31 C. 1 2 territorial claims; wildlife of the unconguercd heart-
536 1697 e land; sea monsters and warships; California Island;
. 14:58 g ’ ) S, N b

3001 1450 13-36 05 06 07 and westward location of a MISSISSIPPI—lll(C river.

. 0.'1 0.2 -

: 06:58 0243 N N S N h Margry, P. 1880. Découvertes et ¢tablissements des Francais dans
00 -0.1 02:20 02:57 \03'40/ Pouest et dans le sud de I’Amériquc ScPtcntrionalc 161H4-1754).

02 04 05 l’uttp://mcmory‘[oc‘gov/c i-bin/cluerg/r’?lntHl/asocrbib
efield(NUMBER+@odi (gcfr+0020))
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Carte du Mexique et de la Floride des Terres
F}“Z: | Angloisers et des Isles Antilles du cours des
Ko *-.;-"r environs de la rivere de Mississipi. Dressée
' sur un grand nombre de mémoires principalet.

: I:"’ ll- r ...--; g
§ -_.amfﬁ-.i.:
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fJ -I o T, sur ceux de M. d'Iberville et le Sueur
¢ ! s '*1 [Map of Mexico and Florlda].
/ ? N f' "R (Guillaume de I’Isle 1703). Courtesy Special Collections.
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) which went towards the sea on the right. Thirty
Monthly ngh & Low o Leagues farther on we saw some fishermen on the

High: l:ebruary 16,1755 1.0 ‘ ‘
Low: f:cbruarg 16,0432 -0.7 ft bank of the river, and sent to reconnoiter them.

Su ndaq Mondaq Tuesdaq Wednesdaq Thursdaq F‘ridag Satur&ag e We (7%/"8 QWM (near the
77 = 28 = 29 = 30 = 31 = = = N Bonmnet Canvie), who Let fly thetr avvows upon
ﬂ1 (.2 (’ our men. Twe’bueleaymﬂmthkv%&aﬁekth/e

January oL
12 . 18:21 77 as. We on oUV COUNse, er
1724 b2 ang proceeded ) and afte

08 /\ satling 40 leaques, anvived at the sea on April 7th

(Tonti 1693 in Falconer 1844, 68-69).

3 (. 4 O 5 ' 6 . ‘) 9 O DesPitc la salle’s weak dcscriPtion of the Louisiana

. ‘ coast, one thing remains clear: la Salle’s MississiPPi
19:15 2004 | Mardi Gras sgs50 | Ash Wednesday 2
09 08

22:%3 had two major ]COI‘l(S as Aescribed above by chl‘y c‘c

/ 8
. 0. 2319
' 0.5 Tonti, la Saﬁc’s !oya! friend, with estimates of lcagucs
JRY /\ N\ /\ \\//\ \ /\ \ / \ / \ ——] traveledand important milestones (the villages of the

"
\/ \(ﬂ4/ \08'32/ 0_%1310 Quinipissas and Tang'boas) between the fork and
05:57 06:38 07:15 or:4r 04 03 ' the eastern mouth of the Mississippi.
06 06 06 06 PP

1 0 ‘) 1 1 .> 1 2 ‘) 1 3 O 1 4 O 1 5 1 6 O I‘cbruarg’s llustration is Europe’s first accurate view

1 Valentine’s 152 17:53 of the outflow of the Mississippi, Publis]’led in 1703

16:38
. 1.0 3
8 0044 1 13:02 06 : Day : by the first Rogal French Cartographer, Guillaume de
4] 03 02 . I’lslc, “the first tru!g scientific cartographcr”
“ . o 5 9
0 \ (e.g. Martin and Martin 1984 p 93). De l'Isle’s map

0731 : N~ P
21:02
. 00 e \3106/ \\_/ \\/ \/ shows the fork in the river that la Salle described and
04 O.Z(j%(] Eagle Expo 0_3(’):278 Eagle Expo 0_401372 Eagle Expo Iberville rediscovered. In the detail, all or most of the
1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 O 2 0 O 2 1 O z 2 O 2 3 O BTNE coast lies between Lac de P Ascension
19:05 - ) 2010 w1 | vl Moon (A’cchafa]aga Bag) and Embouchure MississiPPi
R0 s it A 08 23136 2307 (Bird’s Foot Delta). In addition, the west fork of the
B 03 1%%9 MississiPPi connects with Lac de PAscension, reflect-
0703 : ing the connectivity between Bayous Larourche an
\/ —~ 0612 02 1934 /
\/ S 0%:124 00 01 Placlucmme and the AtchaFalaga.
0531 6:25 L = h
07 0.7 ’
24 25 026 D27 D28 ®29 CE
March Falconer, T. 1844. On the discovery of the MississiPPi.
: 1247 1332 1428 15:33 . Clarke, London.
1155 s 07 07 08 08
} o I /\ /\ /\ /\ Martin, J. C. and R. S. Martin. 1984 MaPs of Texas and the South-
——'/\ west, 1515-1900. University of New Mexico Press.
- 2042 v ol N N N N
00 Al utl 0144 \02'47/
. '02 _03 _03
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Oystering near
Taylors Bayou, ca 1915.

Col. Joseph H. Tate Photograph Album
(Images 55-6, 67-9), Mss. #4963,
Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley
Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge,
LA (LLVMC). Courtesy LLMVC.



Wwwkmymwmdwfekw
dry’éwm)d upon the oyster banks
(Bawvoto 1687 in Weddle 1987, 190).
Montl’rlg High & Low
Erem the western pont er Ultima. Ihand

High: March 14, 16:01 1.1 ft

Low: March 14, 02:59 -0.5 ft (Last Idand,) the oyster banks stretch 16 miles to the
SLmdaq Mondaq Tuesdag Wednesclaq Thursdaq F‘ridaq Saturclag ey ”fmf;’m [ "”’;‘e’ e th‘;{m il
- - - - - - - can be coasted in two fathoms of water, ;
24 25 26 27 28 29 ﬁ1 Wﬁdekmwﬁwm
February 16:42
12 09 (Evia 1785 in Hackett 1931, 358).
08
04
00 y When la Salle descended the MississiPPi he was
04 030:424 invacling SPanish territory. In response, the SPanish

sent out ex[:)cditions to imPrison the intruders.

f 2 (. 3 (. 4 (' 5 (’ 6 . 7 . 8 0 Juan Enriqucz Barroto, chief Pilot on one of these

12 1638 18‘30 1%80 2833 22:08 2250 exl:)cditions, maPPed the Louisiana coast from the

o /\ /\ /\ /'\ X \-’1@6_/05_ ks Sabine River to Southwest Pass. In our first March

00 N AN \v \?4714:53 W quote, Barroto describes the occurrence of vast

WD 0:44 \mo'f/ W 0%%2 0—6.10 01 b2 ' 01 offshore ogstcr reefs and floods of drift trees along

: : BTNE’s coast.
9 €0 eII eIz . 03 .0 ,0I5 .0 | |

" o 157 1 11 11 1 Almost’lOO ears’ !a’cer, Louxsla’na was again owned

08 06 & 12:43 /\ /\ /\ bg Spain and a different SPamsh surveyor,

33 /\ A Don José de Evia was sent in 1785 by the SPanislﬁ

24| Daylight Saving 20 14 >t \ﬁ \E'm/ \?-59/ . Governor of Louisiana to map BTNE'’s offshore
Time Begins ' e 03 04 05 0_40'.151 oyster reefs, a serious navigation hazard esPecia”g

Sprin Eull Moon south of Last Island. Evia inde cndcntlg confirms

1_? 1 6 1%5(> ..Sltil trick’s 2%? 1 8 g 1 9 ?52 20 nging O 21 Good Fridayo zz - O Barroto’s 1687 observations onPBTNE’s offshore

08 /\ Day . 03 07 1%:%2 03 'éﬁ 18%" 07 oyster reefs and drift trees, so imPortan’c in coastal

g; \ \ \v / \/WW’/\? advance and Protcction under the natural outflows

04 X \06&8/ 1653 0725 03 03 02 0 of the Mississippi.

In 2007 LSU’s Hill Memorial Librarg accluirecl a

23 Easter O 24 O 25 O 26 44 O 2 7 1335 O 28 143 O 29 153 O remarkable Photograplﬁic album from the heirs of

11:00 1127 s 11 11 11 ‘
12 08 09 10 10 - : - Col. JosePh H. Tate, a 1917 West FPoint gracluate.
gi /\ /\A’ /\ Though unsigned, undated, and brieﬂg annotated,
00 YT the album appears to follow Tate as he explores
04 ’ 2218 2320 00:29 01:41 02:46 ,, )
00 00 01 01 -0 01 . southern Louisiana in about 1915.
Bayolu Lafourche addle Trip
| 30 O 3 1 C. 1 2 3 m 5 March’s illustrations are from the Tate Album. T[ﬁeg
fale 78275 April d ¢ ter harvesting vill t
" 11 10 ocument an oyster harvesting village apparently
08 oPera’cecl bg the “Louisiana Ogster and Fish
33 L N Company” near Taglors Bagou on the BTNE coast,
04 %413 0_401310 Pcrhaps rcﬂcc’cing a remnant of the vast offshore
Bay.ou Lafourche Paddle Trip ' oyster reefs Barroto and Evia encountered.
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Apr 05

High: April 10, 15:18 1.4 ft 1 called. (this] Rio de la Aquada [River of the Water-

Wors APril’ 00:05 -0 ft ing] (Bavataria Pass), because so W/%%L water
. _ : . . some drﬁwvv d comes out of it. made
5undag Mondag Tuesdag Wednes&ag T hurs&ag F‘rldag 5aturdaq 2 the 7 ?owm
7 2 1 ®2 ®3 o o5 o o,
March f (Bawvoto 1687 in Weddle1987, 191-2).
16
12 18]32 zg:gz 2306 . 09:33 December to May, when the Mississippt is swotlen
0-8 /\\/ vy 0 o i and discharges through it (the Atchafalaya) and
04 \/—/-\"'\/ .
-o.c\v i) Wiy = /\MA Bavataria, a stvong curvent reac/m.tﬁree leagues out
o o 03‘1‘5 03 ' 03 B to sea, wheve freyh water is found
' 00 (Evia 1785 in Hackett 1931, 356).
16 @/ Q@38 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 ()
16 140 12 13 14 14 14 st
12 10 : As Barroto continued his 1687 search for la Salle and
Ej his maPPing of our coast, he also looked for drink-
-010 y ing water — often ﬁ'nding none. However, one river
04 2_%.18 \210'2{ M/ \m \5{ ?35/ he discovered had so much fresh water ﬂowing out
‘ 43 03 43 03 of it into the Gulf that he called it Rio de la Ag.lacla,
f 1 3 O 1 4 O 1 5 O 1 6 O 1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 Q River of the Watering (Barataria Pass). APril’s first
. Full Moon uote allows Barroto to tell us of this good news.
16 16:48 q g
12 i by 20:19 , : 0921 0?',[2)6 April’s second quote by the Spanish surveyor Evia
09 08 11:50 23:38 09:35 09 q Y P 9
08 ' 06 06 o tells us that this freshwater outflow continued until at
0.4\ \0506/-\ s 1649 i — least 1785 sl']owmg the Mnssnss;lppl had not yet been
Ej % s 02 " (X k1) 195 forced to comP!etelg and artificially ‘abandon’ its last
" Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration | natural delta.
f 20 O 21 O 22 O 23 O 24 O 25 O 26 O APril’s llustration is a view of Grand Isle ca;lpturecl
16 1545 13 kel i 2 £y 1 bg Fonville Winans — arguab]9 Louisiana’s first great
. : modern Pho’cographer —inthis stunning, car|9 aerial
Ej /\/ Plﬂotogra]:)h. Note the broad sanclg beach, the
_0:0 - dense groves of live oaks, and evidence of rich sail,
04 Grand Isle Migratory 2335 22]2)7 2.2(]:,013 2—%1 2.36_1 0869 all indicative of a natural sgstem which would have
Bird Celebration been immccliatc!g downstream from Barroto’s River
f 2 7 C’ 28 O 29 C. 30 (. i!lay L 2 of the Watering.
16 1435 1595 .
12 2 11 k3 1838
08 .
S ED 0223 0%3?8 03
04{ 00 00 :
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Wchktojoa/cdwchm&wmﬁéoanthebay{f
Lago de Lodo (Chandetenr/Breton Sound)
2 0 08 (Iberville December 19, 1698, in Maigry 1880, 4:88-89).
Monthly High & L.
omEnY TS o The Mississippl rmiueftheﬂm{edmm%e zyfﬁhe

High: May 7, 11:10 1.6 ft

Low: May 7, 21:42 ~0.4 ft continent between the Rocky and Appalachion
Sundaq Mondaq Tuesdaq Wednesdaq Thurs&aq r“ric{ag Saturdag ranges. Below Bayou Sara it occupies the land, fore-
= = = = = ing itself seaward, mm@évmrethmtlwehm—
i;l’" 28 29 0 f 1 <. 2 (’ 3 O dred bayoux, many ?’M;ﬁm/z are m,tﬁ/vty rivers, but
e . é}/ W, :ww'ce—mv'v'nﬂ streams, é)/ a perpetual
12 0653 Ug 24 11 soaking, creeping, 0ozing, t/wm@h all the earth,
08 . showing W{m the me in counitless lakes,
gg 03:19 i o , ponds, and enormons dismal swamps, and above it
04 05 02 18'.(3]8 n tncessant heau)/ mﬂ{//(ﬁ ﬁjs and mists. The shoves
zrf Bayou PW Verembie tho«;e ajv’
o 4 o 5 @6 . [ ) /7 o Q38 " Q9 Q@10 () La Fourche. When the Mississippi is gorged,
- 06:43 e b 16 o ki 1401 ks waters rush through this outlet with a force
" IE : equal to tﬁwfzfﬁ%w St Lawrence below Niagara.
08 /\ 1t overflows into the Atc/mfalazu, ov the Old River, as
04 s cometimes called wdian
0.0 \.// / N MK ] ) ¢M I. il o
04 153 e \21742, 22} / %/ - tradition that it was ages ago the Mississippi itself
02 03 04 i 03 02 (Harding-Davis 1887, 75:754-6).
11 012 013 Ol14 Ol5 O|l16 Ol7 O . , ,
Mother’s Day Iberville’s uncertamtg on the Gulf location of the
. b 1516 . . e 06:12 Ly Mississippi ended when he accluired Barroto’s
12 09 12:20 09:30 09 1.0 d 2 d l lle . .. l:)
iy 07 07 escriptions and saw la Salle’s Mississippi must be
04 \/\\2./\ 5'55/\18-06//\_/ the SPanish River Palisada. Iberville’s quote dem-
00 e . 00'30 = 04 1355 13:?4 1976 onstrates his linking of these two widclg clivcrgcnt
Y ' ) L accounts (la Salle’s bg land, Barroto’s bg sea).
It 1 8 O 1 9 O 20 O 21 O 22 O 23 024 O InMay’s llustration, Bellin describes the Mississippi’s
" 0847 Full MOO"OQ'” 09:52 1?:31 11 :11 1151 1299 major outflows througl'] BTNE bg combining coastal
" L 13 B . - & 2 features observed bg Barroto — Riv. Barataria
08 (Barataria Pass), R au Bastien (Bastien Pass) —
gg y ) with f:rencl'x, inland observations on the
:0'4 1959 2036 2116 2159 Pl i - connectivity of Riv du Vermuou (Atcha?alaga), Riv
. . o . o o o Plaquemine (Bayou Plaquemine) and Riv des Chetis
t 25 O 26 ' O 2 7 028 O 29 (. 30 (’ 3 1 (. (Bayou Lafourche). Beﬂin’s c{escription is enhanced
. - Memorial 1[3)(315}/ - ij our seconc] C]uotc.
: 12 11 1352 ' , 07:20 11
o o 12)%2 032135 . Bellin, J. 1764. Carte reduite des costes de la Louisiane et de la
. _/\ -/\ /\_/ Floride / dressée au DéPost des cartes, Plans etjournaux de la
04 ] 00:07 1716 / Marine. [Paris]. l'xttP:??louisdl.loufslfbrarics.org/
-0.0 - o 0:53 03 0.5 0.4 17:23 o
04191 00 4 01 1_%014 Harding~Davi5, R. 1887. Here and there in the South.
' HarEer’s New Monthlg Magazine. httP://cc”.Iibrarg.corne”.edu/

cgj-bin /moa/| moa-cgf?notisfd:ABK+Ol+-OO75-89
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Bison.

(detail from Jan Jansson ca. 1653). Courtesy Special Collections.




High:June 4, 10:16 1.7 ft
Low: June 3,20:49 -0.5 ft

June o ...

Sunclag Mondag Tuesclay Weclnesdag Thursclag F‘riclag Saturc{ag When the Natives go hunting they set fire at the

3 .4 05 06 ‘)7 ‘) windward end. of the savannah wheve the bison are
s 1520 [ iy 1247 1954 and the fleeing animals will pass the areas where
16 : l4 the hunters are stationed, and theve kil as

1
" |
12 th'{fy
0.8/\ /\ /\ maﬂ}/z‘fff/wma/:thqu W/w'le[wmalonjdw
-g:z; / coast, I saw these fures almost every night

04 \%533/ ot \20{' Eﬁ/ >1'9'/ 230?/ Ny (Chasteaumorant June 23, 1699, in Margry 1880, 4:108).
- 05 05 05 04 -

8 Q9 © 10 O11 012 O13 O14 O
- . A - 071 Bison were a common feature of the Louisiana and
- 11 1330 102 0752 03:84 11 12 northern Gulf coast. Iberville found and hunted
038 /\ -/\ _/07\ /08\_/ /\//\ /\ them when he first landed at Head of Passes and
gg - — 0041 2522 1759 — / v/ feasted on bison with the Native Americans as a sign
24" :_217 01 v " 01 i 1845 of gricndship. TI’ICH remained common to the earl

French SCttICI"S Wl"lO named mang O{: tI"ICir bayous

ft 15 O 1 6 O 1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 O 20 O 21 O Bayou Boeuf after this “beaste sauvage” before it
Father’s Day 0827 09:06 Full Moon 1025 101 Summer " became extril:)atccl in Louisiana.
16 07:51 13 14 0946 14 14 Begins 13
é; 13 14 June’s quote is an astonishing historical insight into
o the methods used bg the Native Americans to hunt
-0.0 v/ N N N N T herds of bison on the northern Gulf coast. It is by
04 3 et Gy e o 01| the Marquis de Chasteaumorant, Iberville’s military

escort of 1699.

-
N
Y
-
N
N
@
N
Co
-

24 D125

N
N
&
N
W
S

June’s illustration is a detail taken from Jansson’s

12 ki 20 1239 0995 . 0557 B map of North America (ca. 1653). Jansson’s detall

08 2 07 k] = reminds us of how abundant these great animals were
e /\”m/\?;g /\1%//\//\ / in North America before European conquest.

00 2308 2:17] 03 04 03 16:43 N

L 00 01 01 1718
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06:43 o July
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Parakeet on the bayou.

(Gibson illustration in Harding-Davis 1887, 747).
Courtesy Louisiana State University Libraries (LSUL).
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JUlY ws ...

High: July 2, 09:27 1.6 ft There are parquets by the thousand.
Low: July1,19:58 -0.6 f )
T/Le}/a/e vw’i—a/rjovdto WMMMEW
Sundag Mondag Tues&ag Wednesdqg Thurs&ag F‘ridag Saturclay The famous Fork 7%/“3 Mississtppi
30 31 ft1 'z .3 .’4Indepenaence ‘)5 ‘) (Bayou Lafourche) is wow in sight. I would not have
June 1629 2 1024 Day i -~ distinguished. one branch from the other. Coming
16 : 13 downmeamt/wbrmchmtheleﬂmubmadw:

12 : ) .
08 ptdoeszuwepa&wfmwnj/bt
04 (Au Ru 1700 in Butler 1934, 17-18).
00

4 / NV 313]
04 \/ N\ 2236 2_0.13

19:58 20:55 210:49 03
06 05 05

6 ‘) 7 ‘) 8 ‘) 9 O 1 0 O 1 1 O 1 2 O Before its extinction, the Carolina Parakeet was

avery abundant bird in Louisiana’s virgin cypress

1241 ] .
11 1255 0851 05:53 05:23 11 12 swamps. Because it was the only bird Commonlg
b 08 01 = bserved feeding on the seeds contained in th
/\/\/\//\/ observed reeding on the seeds contained in the
20l o 2302 28:23 1654 s / wood9 fruit of the cypress, the French considered it
0 v ' L 0 1t 4 important in cypress rescccling‘

Julg’s quote is from Father Paul du Ru, a Jesuit

13 O 1 4 O 15 O 1 6 O 1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 O Priest who, in 1700, accomPanied Iberville on his

. 0%4 0::%9 0!13:136 0?31 Full Moon 0&1):11 “1]1]‘8 1?:22 sccondLoumcg up the Mississil:)Pi River and
. : : g : established a mission among the E)ayougoula.
. /\ In this quote, Father duRuis traveling with Iberville
2 v/ / A Nt towards the Bagougoula vi”age and, as he
N 1827 1908 1949 2027 2100 2127 214 hes the fork in theline i Lafourches
09 by . . 9 x| 00 approaches the fork in the river (Bayou Laftourche),

Father du Ru notes the abundance and bcauty of

AW,

20 O 21 O 22 023 O 24 O 25 026 (. the Parakeets in the cypress.
1125 1157 _ 04:10 b5 The naturalist, illustrator, and author William
10 1223 0540 04:13 0 12 ;
: 08 07 03 . Hamilton Gibson Providcs us with this haunting view
/\21-27/\1939’/\//\/ / of a Carolina Paral«ict a!onga Louisiana bayou.
201 200 04 05 i 1526 et
0 v 4 1—%.115 Surcly our state became less beautiful with the
Passing of North American’s onlg native Parakcet
® ® ® ® @ 2
205.72; 2%28 2'907132 30 08:36 3 1 09:36 August Butler, R. L. 1934. Journal of Paul du Ru. The Caxton Club,
14 15 L = 15 Chicago.

18:08 19:05 20:00

03 04 04 04 0
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= _: “The most beautiful oaks in the world” (Charlevoix
: : == 1744) Cours du fleuve Saint Louis depuis ses embou-
B = ~  chures jusqu’a la riviere d’Ibevville et costes voisines

F =
[Course of the Lower Mississippi River].

(Jacques Bellin 1764. Le Petit Atlas Maritime. [Paris]. 1:plate 43).
Courtesy Special Collections.

b



High: August 26, 6:20 1.7 ft
Low: August 26,18:01 -O.1 ft

AUGUST 008 ...

SUHdag Mondaq Tues&aq Wednesdag Thursdaq F‘ridag 5aturclag Large saiting vessets canascei NN
N s = N - ~ S up to Lake Cheitmachas (the Atc/wfalazu’:
55’)’ 2 27 30 31 ! 1 0 . 2 0 Grand Lake), and na’fh/mﬁ can ?rwmt/wmﬂpm
i, 15 1}%4 obtaining the most beautiful oaks trf’the world,
;g the whote coast is covered with them
04 (Charlevoix 1744, 3:444).
0.0

3 @4 @5 @6 ©7 O3 09 O

iberville did not find a suitable Place to establish a

: : 04:19
: 1%212 1(3)1(9)1 016 1416 og:gz 0?87 0?:?6 1.2 settlement on the MississiPPi River in 1699 and hoped
_ /\_ /_\ 07 06 4—\_/’\//\//\/ that the fort he built at Ocean SPrings, MississiPPi,
' 2215 2}51 s 1?1%9 13:56 1449 : would secure France’s claim to Louisiana. Events
' 03 © 04 03 15:37 1626 ) .
02 01 quxcklg Proved that this would not work. In 1720 the

1 0 O 1 1 O 1 2 O 1 3 O 1 4 O 1 5 | O 1 6 O French court sent the scholar and priest Father

Pierre Francois Xavier de Charlevoix to Louisiana

06:12 06:10
1.4

09:32
| l l e . and New France to make recommendations on settle-
/\//\//\//\_/ /\/ /\/ /\, ment patterns along the Mississippi and to search for
2047 an all-water route to the Pacific Ocean. Upon his

13)104 1382 1%36 13[2)6 18?19 Zgﬁl L2 return to EuroPe, Father Charlevoix co”anratcd
1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 020 O 21 O 22 O 23 O with the French Roya! Cartographer Bellin and

0254 informed Europe of BTNE’s magniﬁcent oaks — oaks
s 1155 0138 3 14 / » ,
: 12 10 0323 18:199 02) :34 11 13 which were very desirable for the construction of
. /\/\ - : '—\____./—\_/ \/ sailing vessels. In this 1764 map, Bellin Provicles usa
Ny Ll i e . 1203 view of some of these oaks, soundings through the
! 04 :

06 04 13:33 1448
02 0.1 lower reaches of the Barataria estuarg, and a

24 (' 25 (. 26 (. 2 7 (’ 28 O 29 . 30 . suggestion that floating marsh filled Lake Salvador.

0?:55 05:05 06:20 0?%3 08:42 09:47
5 -

Charlcvoix, P. 1744. Histoire et c!cscription généralc de la Nouvelle

N\

15:56
00

/\
17.01
0.1

1856
00

31

20:45

07

1
September
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VIrgin cypress.
(Gibson illustration in Harding-Davis 1887, 753.). Courtesy LSUL.
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Se p te m b e r 2 008 Monthly High & Low W;””%M%Zmﬁw

High: September 22, 035:28 !.7F’c
Low: SCIPJ’cember 22,1537 0.1 £t somber recesses. On the bovder ofthwt coast country
%Low)%‘am wfuchﬁvmfx the Mexican G/dfbef—ween

Sunclag Monclag Tuesclag ch]nesdag Thursclag l:rlclag Saturdag barataria and, Caleasien bays & rewarkable vegion,
o 11 o2 UE; Ol o5 o6 © i ny thr i ot i
Labor Day 00:52 01:29 02:16 (Harding-Davis 1887, 754).
16 . 0025 12 13 14
” 08:34 1359 03.923 11
0,8_"/\,’\/
0607 e : ) il )
04 07 09 08:33 1043 - When Iberville sailed into “Baton Rouge” (Devil’s
. 05 1208 1322 1430 ) ) . ]
00 04 04 03 SwamP) in1699, it was a manestlc, lake-like cypress

swamp with towcring trees of immense diameter and

7 O 8 O 9 O 1 0 O 1 1 O 1 2 O 13 O ancient age. The next year, 1700, Iberville bcgan

1513 0ets L e gel 0529 0932 Europe’s harvest of Louisiana’s cypress when he
; ordered the construction of an ill-conceived and
/\/ /\/ ll-fated fort near the mouth of the east fork of the
e W river (du Ru 1700 in Butler 1934) .
1533 1630 1720 1802 1837 04 ; ) .
03 02 0.2 03 b Septemberss illustration is 139 nineteenth century

=

=

=

1 8 O 1 9 O 20 O naturalist William Hamilton Gibson. It is of a virgjn

Fuill Moon o . cypress swamp as it was being harvested within or
1047 " 15 17 west of BTNE. Note that the center tree was notched

14 Ol15 Q6 Ol7 O
2337
12 12:36 2317 19 L A 3
11 10 to kill it (as was the practlce in the clrg season); and
/\’J\mr \/ that three men to the right of the base of this tree

19:26 04:42 09 : . ) )
07 08 0(7)-39 og;gg prve are Pollng out trees that have been felled durmg ’chls,
' 04 s 18?7 the wet season.
21 O 22 Autumn O 2 3 C. 24 (. 2 5 (. 26 O 2 7 O SePtcmber’s quote is by Rebecca Harding Davis as
w17 0?%8 Begins g L s s La Fete d’Ecologie she traveled bg rail through this cypress forest. Her
' ' 13 1(13129 quote, when combined with Gibson’s illustration,
: 2356 ) . , ..
/\/ N Provncles us with one last view of the mauestlc stands
1901 of cypress which once lined the MississiPPi and filled
1821 13:24 . our coast
5% 1530 150 1136 04 :
01 . 01 . ) 0 - 2 - 7 Today, all but a few Parcels of the once vast virgjn
28 29 30 October cypress swamps in Louisiana are gone.
_ . 22 e
13.07 22:29 12
, 10 11
08 ' . UL
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s A M. Manila Village, a shrimp
(Schoonover 1911) Courtesy LSUL.
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October s

Monthly High & Low
High: oaoger 19,00:55 1.8 ft
Low: October 19, 12:55 0.0 ft
Sunda Monda Tuesda Wednesda Thursda Fridat Saturda
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
28 29 30 11 Q2 Q3 Q4 [ )
September 2343 2349 00:33
16 15 15 15
12
08
o i i B
/ 06 O/ ©38 OY O10 Ol1l O
01:23 0218 0318 0419 ) A
15 15 15 15 14 . 0623
\/’\/’\//\/ /\/ : 12 244
/\/ 09
1333 1435 1527 161 1645 T i
03 03 03 04 05
12 O]13 O14 O|L5 16 O\Ll7 018 Q.
Full Moon 2138 2%4 2\:::00 23:55
1051 21:49 Qi L : y "
~ N~ \/
; 16:49
05 03 0[9):11 10:23 11:39
- 00 00
19 Oz20. 021 022 023 ®2¢ @25 ®
T 17 . . 0532 .
/\/ Tooom ow
1643 ol ey
1635 . :
1255 1406 107 5y 03 -
00 00 01
16 ®27 @28 ®29 @30 @31 Q'
2140 21:33 22:04 22:40 Ha"oween 2320 November
2121 13 14 15 15 15
o w = s "
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[approaching Manila Village] A_qreatﬂeﬁ{'{f
:W%—bthr with ved satls dr}/ﬂg in the sun.

A long whavf that ran back to a huge platform.
Tww@ormorekomex,aﬂm&;ed%hwmtm
mwwfmﬁfg/prmhkeamme Vensce
(Schoonover 1911, 87).

[drying shwimp] Hundveds of buskets of
shimp drying éwwathﬁwdazrﬁv’the hot sun.
Once the shwimp ave dry, vound and vound upon the
WWMW#OWW?’[&MKW
Indian. PM&%%W&M@WWeM
shiimps all perfoctly cleaned and about half as long
as your finger (81-82).

[evening approaches] A young girl came along
the single-plank path. Long, :«tmiﬁlvt, black hasr
waved across her olive-brown face.

She carvied a baby in her arms. She passed with the
creeping over the swamp. From the deep marsh came
t/w;onﬁ;szhewht And over the community
settled a spirit fqm'ei-mtd vest (82-83).

[morning harvest] We followed the old Captain as
he made cast after cast. The schooner dyops the peak
of the sail and a seine is played out. Presently a lot
of'me%, Wha@@,meWdemw&ﬁM
& long rope. The live shwimp are lifted and dusmped
tnto the schooner. The catch is estimated to be 100
baskets (7,000 pounds). The crew hoists the sail, as
the boat moves stowly away for the distant plat-
fwmr,tfwﬁrptmz:szthe Tising sun catch the peak
and turn the cotlor to crimson (84-85).

In 1911, three years before the Louisiana Conservation
Commission issued its first biennial report,

Frank Schoonover spent an evening, niglﬁt, and
morning at Manila \ﬁli;gc, one of at least seven
shrim[:) clrging Plahcorms in Barataria

usa racia"y diverse ﬁshery on white shrimp which

. He shows

suPPorted catch rates of 7,000 Pounds/ set.

Schoonover, I 1911 In the haunts of Jean Lafitte.
HarPcr’s MontHg Magazine.
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Shrimping near Oyster Bayou, ca. 1915.

Col. Joseph H. Tate Photograph Album (Images 57-60, 63-4), Mss. #4963, LLMVC.
Courtesy LLMVC.
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09:40
0.2

Monthl High & Low
Higlﬁ: Novcm%er 4, 21:54 1.7 ft
Low: November 15, 09:29 -0.4 ft
Sunda Monda Tuesda Wednesda Thursda Fridac Saturda
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
26 27 28 29 30 31 i1 ()
October
16
12 \/
08
04
Y 1055
. “Bull Dog” with 36 barvels shimp
2 oayiignt @] 3 Q4 O)H O6 O7 O8 O |
Savin 2348 00:32 0116 B Shrimp lugger
Time Ends i 14 13 12 02:38 0344 2026
\/\/\/\/\/ - - 0:8 BW W
e b 13:39 1[3]:(;6 13;34 1326 1327 24 barvels it R
O Oif Oz Oi3 _OiF _0i5 O -
. w9 | Veterans 1830 New Moon 7 . 2 2 i
ki 22 | Day
“322 T 0527 \M N Novembers illustrations and quotes are from the
04 01 01 0_70:'128 0%?32 O%ig Tate Album. Thcg document a shrimP clrging concern
1 6 1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 020 021 (.zz (. which appears to have been near O r Ba in
23:48 0043 0132 southwest BTNE. The abundant catch of |arge white
P . 12 i 2318 2005 18:59 sl'lrimp - 2,510 Pounds in the vessel “Bull Dog” and
- o b 2d 1680 pounds in a single haul - and the EtIEEE
/\/—\133/ 12.39/\ — }; Pouln sllnasn'lllgle :ilu/ :Jan de r:lc O Eo
N N . :33 05 arvest clearly parallel and independently confirm
1%%6 110339 1-20ﬁ4 01 v " the observations Publishec] bg Schoonover.
s b ¥ 3 [Mansaiing 2 v b
i 0542 kTl = il - :
02 A : : 07:32 08:13 08:57
: 01 02 02 02 02
30 Q! 2 3 z 5 6
December
s

Barataria Bay, Grand Isle, East Point, 29d 15’ 48" N 89d 57' 24" W - Tides & Currents by Jeppesen Marine - www.nobeltec.com




Gatherers of dl‘iﬂ'WOOd, Grand Isle.
(Kemble illustration in Smalley 1888, 334). Courtesy LSUL.




December o ..

High: December 12, 21:02 1.4t
Low: December 13, 08:30 -0.8 ft

SUHCJBH Monclag Tuesdag Weclnesclag Thursclag F‘riclag Saturclag Gwmtfwdw ‘ 17{% zyftﬁe;mf
ovember 18 Eh 2353 020 live-oaks upon a broad sandy beach,
iy ' B 09 . 2206 18:20 strewn with broken limbs and trunks of
gj /\ /\ /\ -\/&V\ trees brought down to the Gulf of Mexico by
ot ) - N—" e Y 1% 1[0)37 the Mississippi, fuel for all the people
o s ) 0 i | who live on the islands
(J’made;/ 7888, 332).
|7 08 09 O|10 O|l11 O|12 O13
1942 20:05 21:02 21:59
't 1759 1828 13 14 | Full Moon 14 b
17:58 .
;ﬁ S? e Iberville was escaPinga storm and l—leading onto a
04 \_/\\ /\\ N \ \ “rockg coast” when he first entered the
S 04:13 N’ Mississippi. As he sailed into the River he found that
04 02 YV PP
08 00 03 0_%355 06:29 N P these “rocks” where huge drift trees covered with
: 6 07 08 dried mud (McWilliams 1981), the same drift trees
f 1 4 O 1 5 O 1 6 O 1 7 O 1 8 O 1 9 O 20 C. which the SPanisl'l had described as ﬂowing out of
16 2?24 2?:‘1‘4 027 their River Palazada (MississiPPi) and builclingthc
;ﬁ \ / \ / \ v 0?{28 2122 1811 15%6 BTNE coast.
' : 04 04
33 / \ / \/—\0921/\‘ /\ A young Edward W. Kemble accom[:)aniecl Eugene
04 \/ \/ \-/ 11:43 1:)[3]7 02 033)2 V. Sma“cy on avoyage ’clﬂrougl—l BTNE. We leave you
. 0%370 1-%265 1-16.142 2 with this Christmas giﬁ: from Kemble and Sma”cg:
: ayoung girl gathcring driftwood alonga once vast
' 21 C. 22 023 (’ 24 O 25 ' 26 . 2 7 . Grand Isle beach and an account of the bountg and
o Wm_ter - 18:02 18:38 w0 | CHIStMAS 20:02 20:44 2.3 fierce serenity of our coast as it was in the 1880s.
12| Begins 03 09 09 10 |Day 10 10 10
08 :
g; /\ /-\\ /\\ /\\ /\\ /\\ /\ Sma”cy, E.V. 1888. An ancient haunt of Piratcs. st. Nicholas.
M ien v N \/ \_/ \/
08| 02 e 0531 06:09 06:50 0731 08:09
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BARATARIA-TERREBONNE
MNATIONAL TSTUARY PROCRAM

The cliscovcrg of the abundant lands of Louisiana has led to the
Acve]opmcnt of a culture, peo le and way of life like no other in the
world. The vibrant historg of the regjon is filled with amazing stories
like the ones retold in the pages of this ca[cndar, and Louisiana and
Louisianans alike will continue to make historg.

As evident in the Previous pages, Louisiana’s coastline has changecl
ra[:)icllg since its cliscovcry, but due to human modification these
changes have occurred more raPic”g over the last 60 years.

But, Louisianans are still strong, determined, and resourceful.

Like those who trekked the marshes centuries ago, the Pcop[c of
Louisiana are still clecply connected to our wetlands.

However, todag’s Peopie also understand that Louisiana’s wetlands
must be rebuilt in order for them to maintain the onlg way of life
thcg know, as well as to Provicle the economic and natural
resources the rest of the nation relies on every dag‘

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP)

also understands that rebui]ding wetlands is vital to the future of
Louisiana, and knows it is Possible to do just that. Established in
1991, the mission of the BTNEP is the Prcscrvation and restoration
of the Barataria-Terrebonne estuarine system, the 4.2 million acre
regjon between the A’ccl’lamca]aga and Mississip i Rivers. The BTNEP
strives to rebuild and Protcct the estuary for future generations
through the imP]ementation of a science-based, consensus-driven
P]an that utilizes Par’cnerslﬁips focused on the estuary’s rich
cultural, economic, and natural resources.

BTNEP is driven bg the common desire to save a system and
communi’cg infrastructure that is clisaPPearing before our eyes.
We wish to see a system capable of sustaining and Protccting our
homcsj the Placcs we work and Plag, and our way of life. We want
these things for our children and granclchildren. We know wetland
restoration can Iﬁappcn and that it will Proviclc Protcction for
Louisianans.

Our restoration Plan, aPProvecl bg the state of Louisiana and the
federal government, is multifaceted and goes well begoncl the mere
creation of landmasses. It recognizcs that a successful restoration
Plan must be on a watershed level, have full community support,
and be considerate of all elements of the ecosgs’cem. A Plan
capable of implemcntation should address barrier islancls,
forested wetlands, shoreline habitats, natural chenier riclges,
uPland habitats, shellfish reefs, water quality, and fresh, brackish
and saline marshes to ensure that all receive some level of
restoration. However, we do recognize that changcs are inevitable
and must occur as restoration efforts progress. It is the magnitudc
of the clﬂanges resulting from coastal restoration efforts that must
be appliccl with some caution and consideration for our current

way of life.

In order to maintain the way of life of Peop!c in Louisiana and to
still Proviclc the economic and natural resources the rest of the
nation relies on every clagJ a holistic aPProach to coastal
restoration must be taken, like BTNEP took in the dcvclopment of
its restoration P]an. Within this plan, small to medium water
diversions are recommended, a ong with PiPeline sediment delivery.
The later technic]ue is proven to work and should be at the toP of
the restoration “tool box” as one of the very few available tools
that can be used to create wetlands from open water areas. It is

a process that moves sediments harvested from existing c]c[:)os-
its in river beds and offshore areas through an infrastructure of
Pipelines to rebuild and nourish wetlands and natural ric]ges. Only
aclcling freshwater will Protect the marshes we have now, but this
is not cnough to allow for a sustainable, human ecosystem. Our
current condition calls for an urgent response to rebui!cling our
coastal landscape and that goes bcyonc] merelg sustainingwl'lat
we have left.

A!thougl—] Louisiana is losing wetlands faster than any other place
on eartl'\, there is still |’10Pe for the Peo[:)le, the cu!turc, and the rich
economic and natural resources. As history has proven,

Louisiana Provi&es a generous baclcdrop toa unique way of life.
As you look at a different map of what Louisiana used to look like
every month, Plcasc remember that l‘lOPC is not lost. We still believe
that restoration is Possible. The Planning has been completccl and
now wetlands must be rebuilt in our estuary — our home.

with warm regarcls,

The Barataria-Terrebonne National l':stuarg Program




Total Length

First Second
/ —— Dorsal Fin

Fork Length (FL); Tip of snout to fork of tail
Total Length (TL): Tip of snout to tip of tail

FRESHWATER species SIZE limic

Black Bass (Largemouth)
Atchafalaya Basin and Lake Verret-Palourde Area

Crappie (Sac-a-lait)
Striped or Hybrid Bass
White Bass

Yellow Bass

Channel Catfish

Blue Catfish

Flathead, Spotted, Yellow or Opelousas Catfish
Freshwater Drum (Gaspergou)

None

14" minimum (TL)
None
None: 2 over 30" (TL)
None

None

25 less than 11" (TL)
25 less than 12" (TL)
25 less than 14" (TL)
25 less than 12" (TL)

SALTWATER species SIZE limic

Speckled Trout
Red Fish

Black Drum
Southern Flounder
Amberjack

Cobia (Ling or Lemon)

King Mackeral
Spanish Mackeral
Red Snapper

* Within BTNE

12" minimum (TL)*

16" minimum (TL), one over 27"
16" minimum (TL), one over 27"
None

State & Federal Reg. 28" min. (FL)
State & Federal Reg. 33" min. (FL)
State & Federal Reg. 24" min. (FL)
State & Federal Reg. 12" min. (FL)
State & Federal Reg. 16" min. (FL)

Daily limic

10

10

50

5 (Any combination)
50

50

100

100

100

No limit over 12"

Daily limic
25*%
5

5
10

Grand Isle Migratorg Bird Celebration
httP://g'andischcP.oy
Eagle Expo

httpz//ca‘gles.bmep.ag/
http://lafete btnep.or
et
Bagou Lafourche Paddle Tri
it/ /paddingbineporg)

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program

hitp://btnep.org/
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Courtesy Special Collections.
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(Charlevoix 1744, 3:445).

Our map, de l1sle’s grancl view of the northern half
of the globc, dePicts France’s world view in 1714 — a
world with endless Possibi!ities in unconqucrecl, un-
known (to Europc), and reccntlg conqucrccl lands.
Father Charlevoix’s 1720 — 22 research in New France
and Canada was an in’cegral Part of the French effort
to unclcrstancl, COﬂtl‘Ol, and map the world.

Our quote reveals that Father Charlevoix recog-
nized the critical link between the Fcrtilitg of the
land and the annual overlfow of the MississiPPi and
recommended that the French learn to live with the
annual overflow of the MississiPPi because it “fed and
fattened” the land.

Though the Eng]islﬁ used Charlevoix’s 1744
account in their conquest of French North America,
the French king ignorecl Charlevoix’s advice and im-
Plementecl a Policg requiringlevees and removal of the
cypress (Condreg 1997). UnFortunatc!y we inherited
and Pcrpctuatccl this cco!ogicallg disastrous Policg.

Looking at de PIsle’s map of North America and the
vast drainage basin of the MississiPPi River, one
could wish that the French court had listened to
Father Charlevoix. The c]ucstion remains, however,
“Will we?”

1997. Condrey, R. E. The Pricst and the king: Sound advice for
wise use and the consequences of roya| greed. CoastWise 8:6-12.

** Hemisphere Septentrional pour voir plus distinctement

les Terres Arctiques [Northern Hemishpere].
(Guillaume de I'Isle 1714 in Atlas de Delisle et de Buache nd).





