


TIDE CORRECTIONSTIDE CORRECTIONS

FISHING RODEOSFISHING RODEOS

To find the best time to fish your favorite locations, find a location that is closest to your area 
and add or subtract the time from the corresponding daily prediction.

Shell Beach, Lake Borgne 

Chandeleur Lighthouse 

Venice, Grand Pass  

Southwest Pass, Delta

Empire Jetty

Bastian Island

Quatre Bayou Pass

Independence Island

Caminada Pass

Timbalier Island

Cocodrie, Terrebonne Bay

Wine Island

Raccoon Point

Ship Shoal Light 

+ 5:10

+   :38

+ 1:28

–   :29

– 1:35

+   :22

+   :27

+ 2:09

+ 1:44

+   :33

+ 2:50

+ 1:12

–   :10

– 1:40

+ 4:01

+    :05

+ 1:06

– 1:29

– 2:03

–   :19

+ 1:18

+ 1:29

+ 1:14

–   :41

+ 1:10

+   :08

– 1:03

– 2:54

Charts in this calendar are intended 
for use soley as a reference guide 
to Louisiana fishing. It is not 
intended for navigational use. BTNEP 
makes no warranty, expressed or 
implied, with respect to the accuracy 
or completeness of the information 
contained in these charts. BTNEP 
assumes no liability with respect to 
the use of, or damages resulting 
from the use of any information 
contained in this document.



Implementing voluntary “common sense” preventative measures can be very 
cost-effective in comparison to the cost and potential negative public image 
associated with having a spill. 

Actually, many of the suggested measures in this calendar can be implemented 
with a relatively low budgetary operating expense with advance planning.  Take 
a look and see if these suggestions can be incorporated into your company’s 
environmental program!

    

Location of oil spills within the State of Louisiana and the Barataria-Terrebonne 
National Estuary System.

WHY SPILL PREVENTION MEASURES?WHY SPILL PREVENTION MEASURES?

If you see spilled oil, the law requires that you make 
two (toll-free) calls.
* Call the 24-hour Louisiana Emergency Hazardous 
  Materials Hotline at (877) 925-6595.

* Call the National Response Center at (800) 424-8802. 



PLANS OF ACTIONPLANS OF ACTION

JANUARY 2005: NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



PIPELINE & FLOWLINE MAINTENANCEPIPELINE & FLOWLINE MAINTENANCE

FEBRUARY 2005: 

Operators of U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) regulated pipelines are subject 
to an extensive set of regulations designed for the safety of company employees, safety 
of the public, and for the prevention of pipeline failures and spills. Within the last 
several years, a new set of regulations now requires an Operator Qualification (OQ) 
Program for all company employees and contractors performing regulated tasks on the 
pipeline. If required, insure your OQ program is compliant and in place! 

One key measure in the detection of corroded pipelines or flowlines is conducting 
annual hydrostatic tests. When done properly, these tests are a valuable tool in identify-
ing potential lines capable of causing costly spills. By all means, operators must insure 
that all products are appropriately flushed from these lines prior to conducting the tests!  
Failure to do so could result in a costly spill. Federal and state regulations normally 
require the lines to be tested to 1½ times the normal operating pressure of the line. 
Check your specific regulatory requirements to insure your tests are being conducted 
correctly.                     

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



TRAINING, DRILLS & EXERCISESTRAINING, DRILLS & EXERCISES

MARCH 2005: NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



SECONDARY CONTAINMENTSECONDARY CONTAINMENT

APRIL 2005: 

Secondary containment structures are required for both land-based and offshore 
over-water oil and gas facilities. Even though required only to have enough secondary 
containment to sufficiently hold the capacity of the largest container and to allow for 
precipitation, facilities benefit from installing additional structures beyond what is required. 

Unfortunately, from time to time, preventable spills occur from facilities that have adequate 
secondary containment measures due to operator error – please remember to inspect your 
facility’s containment structures on a regular basis! Once the proactive expenditure is 
made on secondary containment to comply with pertinent regulations, it is crucial that 
proper operation of these structures is implemented by facility personnel. For example, 
daily inspections to ensure drainage devices, affixed to these structures are kept in the 
closed, locked position, except under permitted, supervised discharge conditions, are 
important in ensuring accidental, costly releases do not occur.

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W





INCLEMENT WEATHERINCLEMENT WEATHER

JUNE 2005: 

Inclement weather conditions are very familiar to South Louisiana. When these weather 
systems approach, it is best to be prepared.  Preparedness in times of severe weather can 
save money, reduce damage to the environment, and most of all prevent serious injuries.    

Lightning is known to strike the tallest object around. Typically on oil & gas facilities, 
storage tanks are the tallest objects. Crude oil and produced water are stored either in 
metal or fiberglass tanks, with both materials having high electrical conductivity. 
Fiberglass produced water tanks are extremely vulnerable to severe lightning strikes. It is 
important to ground all tanks so that when lightning does strike, the tank does not rupture 
or ignite. Strong winds and high tides can also be serious threats to oil & gas facilities. If 
not properly secured, tanks can be toppled over, blown apart, or during high tides could 
be lifted from their location, carried away, and entire contents spilled. This is especially 
true during hurricanes and tropical storms!  

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



PRODUCED WATER

JULY 2005: 

PRODUCED WATER

Many geologic formations within the region produce oilfield brine or  saltwater” as a 
byproduct of the production of crude oil and natural gas. Please remember that 
discharges of produced water are not permitted within state waters and in some cases 
require verbal and written notification if a Reportable Quantity (RQ) has been exceeded.       

Depending on the environment, produced water releases in some cases can cause 
more costly environmental damage than a crude oil release!  

Reminder: Sump Systems Are Not Capable of Treating Produced Water!

Discharges to agricultural lands and wetlands can result in severe long-lasting 
economic and environmental impacts!  

“

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



FACILITY SUMP SYSTEMSFACILITY SUMP SYSTEMS

AUGUST 2005: 

Properly designed
system

Improperly 
designed system

Proper platform sump system design and maintenance are crucial in the prevention of 
minor and major releases of crude oil and produced water that can be caused by 
operational upsets, piping or vessel leaks, or tank and vessel failures. Typical platform 
sump systems are usually designed to be a final treatment point for platform generated 
stormwater prior to overboard permitted discharge under supervised conditions.  
Release data suggests that improperly designed and maintained sump systems are a 
leading cause of unpermitted releases originating from exploration & production 
platforms located in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System. The expenditure of 
properly budgeted funds for the maintenance of these systems has been proven to 
have a high dollar value benefit in comparison to the documented costs associated 
with the remediation of crude oil and produced water releases in the estuary system.  
It should be noted that most sump systems operate utilizing gravitational flow of 
platform stormwater, routed via deck drainage piping, to a sump tank usually 
equipped with a series of internal baffles and/or retention tanks. 

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



MAINTAINED RESPONSE EQUIPMENTMAINTAINED RESPONSE EQUIPMENT

SEPTEMBER 2005: NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



PRODUCT TRANSFERSPRODUCT TRANSFERS

OCTOBER 2005: 

Products such as crude oil and brine oilfield (produced water) can be transferred over 
water via flexible rubber transfer hose, transferred over water and or land via 
pipeline, or can be transferred via facility hard piping to a tanker truck.  

Be sure to check with the USCG Office with jurisdiction over your facility’s area to 
determine if a 4-Hour Notice of Transfer is required! This notice is required by some 
USCG Offices in order to make them aware of the activities, which have the potential 
to pose a security threat, happening within their area of operation. 

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



GEOGRAPHICAL AWARENESSGEOGRAPHICAL AWARENESS

NOVEMBER 2005: 

Whether working near a pristine National Forest or within the swamps of South  
Louisiana, incidents happen that dictate personnel to take immediate, initial actions.  
By knowing  the immediate and surrounding areas of your location, you will be more 
likely to make better decisions in a more timely manner. For example, with an oil spill, 
the quick and proper placement of containment boom could prevent and or lessen the 
impact to a sensitive area such as an oyster bed or could prevent oil from reaching a 
marsh area that serves a critical habitat to a number of animals.

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W



AGENCY RELATIONSAGENCY RELATIONS

DECEMBER 2005: 

Although spill cleanup operations are directed and supervised by federal, state, and 
local agencies, those agency personnel can be valuable and willing sources of knowl-
edge, physical resources, and expertise. Agency interaction can be one of the most 
valuable ways of preventing spills. Government agencies (Local, State, & Federal) not 
only regulate oil & gas facilities, but can be great sources of information. For 
example, see on the right how these agencies can provide assistance for the preven-
tion and remediation of spills. Positive agency relations lead to beneficial results!  
Make a point to proactively meet your regulatory partners for your company’s area 
of operation!

NOTE: These tides are for Barataria Pass. See page one for tide corrections 
at different locations. Based on Pensacola, Florida (NOAA) 29 16N 89 57W
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